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I’ve been drawing for as long as I can remember.  I had 
a box of paints and markers and pencils under my 
grandmother’s bed and when I went to visit her it was 
all they could do to get me to do something else.  When 
we were short on paper, I would tear out the extra pages
you sometimes find in the back of paperback books.  
My mother was an avid reader so there were lots of 
them around the house.
 
I took all the art classes I could in High School, even a 
graphic arts class.  After high school, I took a dry brush 
impressionist oil painting class with a woman named 
Lois Constantine who was locally famous.  Other than 
that, I am self-taught.
 
I would consider my master mediums to be graphite and 
pen and ink, though I haven’t done any pen and ink 
recently but when I did, I loved using the stippling 
method which is to use many small dots to create the 
shape and shading of your subject.  I am also proficient 
in pastels, charcoal, and watercolor.  When I do draw 
with graphite, I have typically used drawing paper but 
have recently shifted to hot press watercolor paper for 
its weight, integrity, and tooth.  I have also taught 
myself the grid method to help me with spatial accuracy 
and proportions of my subjects.
 
If you were to look at my work and the broad range of 
topics that I draw, you’d see that I can be inspired by 
anything!  Trees, butterflies and nature, food, animals, 
mythological creatures, people from all walks of life.

  
 

Sometimes I have a hard time figuring out what to draw next and sometimes I have a list of things in my mind 
that I want to draw.  I often look at the work of other artists and try to get inspiration from their creativity.  I 
don’t want to copy anything anyone else has done but I do get ideas just going through Instagram or 
photography repository websites.

I have one or two pieces that convey messages and have a few ideas in my mind of some things I want to do.  
My main themes are usually messages to girls and women. 

I want to convey, that women should be fearless in following their dreams and to believe in yourself.  These 
were concepts that came to me too slowly and I’d like to reclaim the time I wasted on fear and doubt.

My favorite work is usually whatever I’m currently working on which is good because it’s the excitement and 
enthusiasm for a piece that ensures I will finish it!  When I look back on my body of work, there are several that 
I look at and say, “I really love this piece”.  One is a single portrait of Queen Anne’s Lace that I did last summer.  
It’s very large, detailed and striking.

Another is one I recently finished of an African American Appalachian Coal Miner.  I just love his face; I would 
love to talk to him.  I got the reference photo from a Public Domain database.  He was a West Virginia coal 
miner, and the photo was taken in 1932.

My long-term goal is mastery and to be considered a master in my artistry as well as technique.  My dream
would be to make my living as a full-time artist and to be known, that’s every artist’s dream…
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 Being juried in Tamarack for me was such an amazing surprise.  It’s 
hard to express how rewarding it is.  It’s like one minute being 
on the outside looking in and then being in and having doors 
opened to me.  I feel as though the gentleman at a local bookstore
may not have entertained me without the fact that I had just been 
juried through Tamarack.  I have recently sold some of my work 
through commissions to people that I know but to have public 
exposure of my art is exciting.
 
To become a Tamarack Artist/Artisan you must go through the jury 
process.  First you must submit 10 photos of your work online for a 
preliminary review.  If you are selected, you must then bring 6 
pieces of your work to Tamarack where they give you a display 
table.  You set your work up and then you leave the room so that 
the artists can review and confer.  

Then they call you in to critique you and they either accept you or 
they don’t.  Luckily, I was accepted on my first attempt and now I’m 
able to submit my artwork for all their exhibitions.  I will be 
learning how to consign my work beyond exhibitions in the main 
area of the facility soon.  They say you must be exhibited in a show 
prior to being allowed to consign and my fist show starts next 
weekend.  “Women’s Work” running March 5th, 2022, through April 
13th, 2022.
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I have been with Alpha for 4 years.  I got into the 
tech field in 1995 and moved into networking in 
2001 where I started doing data support for an ISP 
in New England.  When I moved to West Virginia, I 
was contracted at Fibernet to install Call Manager 
for Old Colony company after which Fibernet hired 
me full time.  Not long after that, they made me the 
Director of Data Support.  This position was very 
hands on, and I worked with Jack Belcher to rebuild 
the entire ISP infrastructure including their first 
MPLS network.  After Fibernet was sold to NTelos, 

I moved to ATS where I learned Enterprise Network 
engineering and worked as lead infrastructure 
engineer on a lot of projects.  I’ve been Managed 
Services Manager at Citynet.  I was Managed Services 
Director at Omni Strategic Technologies but when 
Doug offered me a position at Alpha, 

I think art is a very competitive market, however, I don’t think there are enough graphite artists doing interesting 
work, and those who do master it, only seem to want to recreate photos which to me is pointless.  I think my 
advantage is that lately I like to put a lot of realism in work that isn’t realistic.  I recently did young Medusa 
                in pencil, and I am working on a Cecaelia who will 
                be 44” x 60” when completed.

I jumped at it.  It was an opportunity to get back into ISP engineering as I now work on the 
data center infrastructure and do much of the fiber infrastructure engineering and I do enterprise engineering 
for customers networks so it’s keeping me sharp on both sides and I love it.  There are a lot of things that I love 
working for alpha, one of my favorite parts is teaching those who are willing to learn and watching them become 
better as a result.  The other is just the satisfaction of improving customer networks as well as our own network.  
Making them more efficient and secure.  Seeing the before and after is an amazing feeling.


